FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 18, 2016

PARISH STAFF & MINISTRY CONTACTS

Parish Priest: Father Toochukwu Okafor
Deacon: Danny MacDonald

Deacon: James MclLevey

Catechist, Primary-6: Shereen Daniels
Catechist, Jr. High: Diane Gibbons

Office Administrator: Catherine Gonsalves

Music Director: Kim Sampson, 865-8543
Pastoral Council Chair—Cyril Muise

toochukwuokafor@yahoo.com
dannymacdonald@chalice.ca
mclevey@ns.sympatico.ca
sdreligioused267@gmail.com
diane.juniorhigh@gmail.com
officeinfo@ns.aliantzinc.ca
kimplusmusic@gmail.com

cyril.muise@bellaliant.net

Responsible Ministry & CWL -RoseAnn Hetherington ra.hetherington@ns. sympatico.ca

Finance Chair: Maggie Pereira
Knights of Columbus—Gary Moore
St. Vincent de Paul—Martin Delaney

Property & Mass Coordinator-Wa y n e

mpereira@eastlink.ca
gmooresr@mooreandcormier.com
delaneyl@ns.sympatico.ca

O’ L e a linway@bellaliant.net Peace

EVENTS AND MEETING

Tuesday, Dec 20 POMBA Meetd 9:30 and 11:30 and Hall

Thursday, Dec Z2 Adoration after Mass until 5.00 pmi SHR

Friday, Dec 28 Youth Groupd 7pm
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MASS INTENTION SCHEDULE

Saturday, Dec 17 —4pm

Joseph & Gertie McQuillan

Sunday, Dec 18- 8.30 am
11:15 am

Irene Dale
For Parishioners

Monday, December 19

Souls in Purgatory

Tuesday, Dec 20-12:15pm

George, Robert & Donald Reardon

FINANCIAL NEWS: Dec 17-18

Sunday Offering Collection S 5428.10

If you wish to offer your Sunday Offering
using Direct Deposit, please contact the
parish office for information. Thank you.

Wednesday, Dec 21—-9 am

Theresa MacLeod

Thursday, Dec 22—9 am

Alex Droesbeck
Thanksgiving for Jim Morrisey,
Brian Slaney, Ellen Bouzan

Friday, Dec 23—9 am

Dorothy Franche

SCRIPTURE READINGS
For Next Week:

Christmas Day

1st Reading: Isaiah 62. 11-12
Rs Psalm: Ps 97.1-2,5-6,11-12
2nd Reading: Titus 3, 4-7
Gospel: Luke 2.15-20



mailto:officeinfo@ns.aliantzinc.ca

-STM NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS -

Christmas & New Year Mass Schedule Junior Choir

(Carol singing will start 30 min- Great news and praise Gddwe have a Junior Chaoir.

utes before each Mass This group of young singers will be singing at the 8:30 an
Christmas Evei Saturday, Mass on Sunday. If children wish to join the Junior Choir,

December 24 Mass will be please contact Kim Sampson. A special thank you to Dek

celebrated at 7 pm and 10 pm. bie Hartlen for sharing her gift of music with us<
Christmas Dayi1 Sunday, ”
December 25 Mass is at 10 am The Christmas Giving Tree 2016

Feast of Mary, Mother of Godi Thanks to those who have brought in their gift g )

Saturday, December 3Mass is at 4 pm with the tags.. This weekend the

Feast of Mary, Mother of Godi Sunday, January 1, remaining donations need to be dropped off fc

2016- Mass is at 8.30 am and 11:15 am the preparation of the Christmas hampers. Delhess=
ery is scheduled for December 22. Thank you'l'gwmg

Decoration of the Church for Christmas YGG

Dear Parishioners, if you wish to make a cash donatiom, ;¢ Renovations

towards the purchase of poinsettias in memory of & ‘Ag'yoy are aware, work on the new roof for the church ar
loved one, please drop off your cash donationin an  rotory has begun. This work is weather permitted. The ¢
envel ope in the&hrstodsfowert | giuor Bfirhates tHat ifwill take a few more weeks to con
decoraioo or you may drop i theRtndbuR bfthd Wbk WR &k forSyduraBetalioh € €
You will be issued a tax receipt; please mention your 54 patience while the workmen are on site. This also me

name and envelope Rlease also write the name of 5+ \weekday Masses will be celebrated in the Sacred He
your loved one on the envelope and their names will bgy o m

placed on the Altar during Masses said on the
Christmas weekend.

Thursday Adoration at St. Thomas More

As Christmas draws near, it can be a

demanding time for all of us as we are

overwhelmed with all kinds of tasks that need 0O
compl et ed. That o Py

away and just be with Jesus to receive

rest, His comfort and His Grace. Visit Him on

Thursdays when we have Adoration at STM t

receive His Peace and Blessingsloration

starts after the 9 am Mass and continues until 5 pm as we

do not have enough people signed up to spend time with

Jesus.

2017 Sunday Offering Envelopes

The 2017 envelopes are available for pick up at the
school entrance. b e
They have been arranged in alphabetical order accord{rcl)gget
to LAST NAME. For those parishioners who are
contributing via PAR (direct deposit), there are small
colored boxes of envelopes for special donations egs.
Christmas, Easter, etc.

If your box of envelope is missing, please contact the
parish office Anyone who wishes to receive Sunday
Offering Envelopes, please write your name and tel #
on the form available at the school entrance or call the
parish office. Thanks for supporting your parish.

May God bless you and your family.
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Children's Christmas Party will take place after the

11:15 Mass on December 18. Our special visitor will be
joining us again this year. The children of our parish com-
munity, families and friends arencouraged to join us for
fun, face painting, cookie decorating, Christmas crafts etc
‘\' is is a free event!

STM Website information

Please visit the parish webs{gm-parish.com) for all
events and activities taking place at St. Thomas More
you have any suggestions to help us improve our Weekend of Grace for Women register now for the

website, kmdly_send the same to us via emalll. Thanks’11th Annual Weekend of Grace for Women, with keynote
We also have links to the following websites:

Vatican- www.w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html speaker Michelle Moran, to be held April 28th, 29th and

Archdiocese websitewww.halifaxyarmouth.org 30th, 2017, at the Lord N
Dynamic Catholici www.dynamiccatholic.com power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you

shall be my witnesseséo A«
-registration only and registration is now open ($165 early
bird deadline December 31, 2016 or $185 after Decembe
31) Visitwww.weekendofgrace.caon call 902 4059613

for more information.

Interested in becoming a permanent Deacon?
Information is available in the brochures in the church
foyer or email directorofdeacons@gmail.com
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SAINT OF THE WEEK i St. Victoriad December 23

Saint Victoria lived in Picenum, Italy during pagan Roman rule. Saint Victoria and hel:
Saint Anatolia are remembered as beautiful Catholic noble women. They were unfortunate
arranged to wed noble pagan men who were far from pleased at having heard that they we
ticing Catholics. Saint Victoria was initially content with marrying the pagan as she hope th
would be able to convert him but her sister refused to marry and conBhcéittoriato do the
same as they both sought to devote their lives solely to God.

The noble pagan suitors both manage to strike a deal with local authorities that allow}y
to imprison each sister in their respective houses in order to hopefully convince them to de
their faith. Both sisters responded by selling all of their possessions, giving all of their money 10

SITE VIGTORIA

the poor, and devoting themselves to God. Both sisters, during their imprisonment, managed to convert all of the
guards, maids, and servants in their respective houses.

Saint Victoria is one of the few saints to have their murderer also face death and illness directly following t
act. The story of Saint Victoria and her sister is one of sisterhood, conversion, martyrdom, and sacrifice. Few sto
saints contain all of these powerful elements. Saint Veronica had incredible faith and courage which she displaye
very unique way. Her feast day is December 23rd. Saint Victoria is the patron of Anticoli Corrado, Italy and comn
devotion to her is expressed3aint Victoria Medalsvhich feature her with a knife representing her martyrdom.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM NEWS

Chil drenods CarGnade®:

Children's Liturgy and Sunday Schoolwill resume on
January8 2017.

Offertory Gifts will be taken up by our First Holy
Communion student Sophie Halman and her family
the 8:30 morning Mass.

A Big Thank You to all the students and our Junior

High student ,Jillian Peters who did extremely well in
our play,"The Christmas Angels".

Thank you to all who donated food items for Saint
Vincent de Paul Society.

A special thank you to Marc who took care of all the
audio which helped the play immensely.

Faith Formation SessionWill start again in January
2017.

Chalice Thanks to the children and parishioners for
your continued support of our sponsored childrére
have received Christmas cards our children, which is
displayed on the board in the church foyer
Last week's total: $50.70.

at your holiday setting. They also make 7 ¥,

Junio ews

Evergreen Christmas Centerpieces )
are being made by the youth this we
They include fresh pine, holly and all
the trimming that is sure to brighten

great gifts. There are 2 sizes to choo. . ®

from, $20 (one candle) or $25 (two

candles). Samples are in the foyer along with the order
forms. Pick up dates are Dec 17/18 or delivery can be
arranged. All proceeds will go to the Steubenville fund.

Raffled Nativity Set:

The youth will be selling
tickets on a Nativity set
which is on display in th
foyer on this weekend. §
Tickets are $2/each or 3 P

place on Christmas Eve. &

St. Thomas More Office Closure

for Christmas

‘ The office will be closed from Friday,

December 23, 2016 at noon until Monday,
January 2, 2017 for the Christmas season.
The office will reopen on Tuesday,

January 3, 2017. Thank you and we look forward to servil

you in 2017.

Looking for a pianist who is willing to volunteer her time

to provide music on the last Wednesday of the month (10
am) when Mass is celebrated by Fr. Okafor at the Admira
Long Term Care Facility on 6 Admiral Street in Dartmoutt
Please call the parish office for more information. Thank:



https://www.catholiccompany.com/st-victoria-c2216/
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Trust in the Lord

As part of some marriage preparation courses, | have heard the co
of the three. The three being both spouses, and God. As the spo
come closer together, they also draw closer to God, who journeys
them, and guides their lives together.

The gospel passage gives us a concrete example of this beautiful image, as Mary and Joseph set out into their
under the guidance and | ove of God, to bring for|t!l

|l ove is kindo also comes to mind. As we see Jos|e]

and kind, as he did not judge Mary, or react angrily. Instead, Joseph realized that he was called by God to he tf

husband of Mary, and even though he didndét know |wl
and the unfolding plan of salvation. Mary faced incredible challenges as well. Pregnancy outside of wedlocK wa
tolerated in those days. Mary was only espoused to Joseph, and such an engagement had to last for a wholg ye
was asked to assume a great risk. She could have been rejected by Joseph, by her family, by all her own pgopl

nonetheless believed and trusted in God's promises.

Mary and Joseph knew that God would never leave them alone, that as they journeyed together in their lives,

would be with them. He has the same message for us today, whether we are married or single. God is with jus 1

all the trials, and our hope lies in him as we enter into his redemptive plan for our lives.
Thank you Joseph and Mary for your example of utmost faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

God bless you 4
Deacon Dan MacDonaal}j

PRAYER DURING
ADVENT

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
ever faithful to your promises and
ever close to your Church: the earth
rejoices in hope of the Savior's
coming and looks
forward with longing to his return
at the end of time. Prepare our
hearts and remove the sadness
that hinders us from feeling the joy
and hope which his
presence will bestow, for he
is Lord for ever and ever.
| pray in the name of Jesus Christ,
Amen.
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HALIFAX 8 YARMOUTH ARCHDIOCESION NEWS

Archdiocesan Office Christmas Closure

The archdiocesan office at the Catholic Pastoral
Centre, 1531 Grafton St., will be closed from Friday,
December 23, 2016 at noon until Monday, January 2
2017 for the Christmas season. The office wibpen
regular hours on Tuesday, January 3, 2017.

Christmas Eve Mass Livestreamed!

The 8: 00pm Mass at Saint
Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve, will be live
'streamed! The Mass will be presided over by Cathedral
Pastor and Vicar General, Rev. John Williams and musi-
cians Geordie Brown will lead the congregation in joyful
praise as we celebrate the Nativity of our Lord! Carols an
Hymns begin at 7:30pm.

I

Saturday, December 24
Christmas Eve- The Nativity of the Lord
Note: No 12:15 pm or 4:00 pm Mass,
No 2:30 pm Confessions
8:00 pm Mass (Carols beginning at 7:30 pm)
11:00 pm Mass
(Carols and Hymns beginning at 10:10 pm with
Guest Soloist)

Sunday, December 25
Christmas Day- The Nativity of the Lord
7:30 am Mass
10:30 am Mass
Note: N0 5:00 pm Mass

Saturday, December 31

12:15 pm Daily Mass

2:30 pm Confessions
4:00 pm Anticipated Mass of Mary, Mother g
God

—+

Sunday, January 1
Feast of Mary, Mother of God
Note: No 7:30 am Mass
10:00 am Mass (Note change of time
11: 00 am Archbi s
Cathedral Hall
5:00pm Mass

N O

COMMUNITY NEWS

Support for Bill C -277: Developing a Palliative Care
Framework in Canada

The Catholic Organization for Life and Family (COLF)
has written to all Senators and members of the House

of Commons to communicate its support for private
member's Bill G277, anAct providing for the develop-
ment of a framework on palliative care in Canada

Veritas Book Store goes O+fline Shopping

See the easiest way to shop ever at Veritas Catholic
Books and gifts in time for Christmas gift giving. Visit
their online store atvww.veritasbooks.ca They re-
cently added the most beautiful Nativity Sets available
in Eastern Canada undseasonal GiftsThey are add-
ing new Books & Bibles, new DVDs & CDs, devo-
tional items, rosaries, Icons, Baptismal Gifts and more

In its letter, COLF states "that Canadians approachingvery week. They offer free pickup with no kops at

the end of life will be assured of receiving the kind

of our two locations of 1546 Barrington St. near Saint

life-affirming care and the respect they deserve onlyMary's Cathedral Basilica in Halifax and also in Enfield
through the establishment of a national palliative careacross from St. Bernard's Church. They also ship any-
strategy.” In mieNovember 2016, Bishop Douglas where in Canada for one low price

Crosby, O.M.1., President of the Canadian Conference

of Catholic Bishops (CCCB), was among the signatoChr i st mas Coffee House
ries of a joint ecumenical and interfaith letter also supEventis on Wednesday, December 21 froépm
porting the BiIll. Enjoy the event with music from The Shd®ocks, the
[-Chix and they also have an open mic. Admission fee
is $2.00

at

To read the full text of these two letters see the links
below.

Link to COLF's letter

Link to the joint ecumenical and interfaith letter

Inspirational Quote
fAt this Christmas when Christ comes, will He find a wi
heart? Mark the season of Advent by loving and servin
others with God's own love and conceérn.
Mother TeresaLove: A Fruit Always in Season

Brm
g th
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