FEAST OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
January 1, 2017

PARISH STAFF & MINISTRY CONTACTS

Parish PriestFather Toochukwu Okafor toochukwuokafor@yahoo.com
Deacon Danny MacDonald dannymacdonald@chalice.ca
Deacon:.James McLevey mclevey@ns.sympatico.ca
Catechist, Primar6: Shereen Daniels sdreligioused267@gmail.com
Catechist, Jr. HighDiane Gibbons diane.juniorhigh@gmail.com
Office Administrator Catherine Gonsalves officeinfo@ns.aliantzinc.ca

Music Director:Kim Sampson, 868543 kKimplusmusic@gmail.com
Pastoral Council ChairCyril Muise cyril.muise@bellaliant.net
Responsible Ministry & CWARoseAnn Hetherington ra.hetherington@ns. sympatico.ca
Finance ChaiMaggie Pereira mpereira@eastlink.ca

Knights of Columbus Gary Moore gmooresr@mooreandcormier.com
St. Vincent de Paal Martin Delaney delaneyl@ns.sympatico.ca

Property & Mass Coordinate? @ yS h Q[ S| M#ay@bellaliant.net
EVENTS AND MEETING

Thursday, Jand Adoration from 10 am until 5.00 pmi SHR
Thursday, Jand CWL Executive Meetingd 1:30pmMajella
Friday, Jan 6 Youth Groupd 7pnmd Hall

The office will re-open on
Tuesday, January 3, 2017.

The parishioner withi2016Sunday Offering Envelope 408,
is requested to contact the parish office during office hours
This is urgent and important! Thanks!

MASS INTENTION SCHEDULE FINANCIAL NEWS: DecZ
Saturday, Dec 314pm Joe Campbell Sunday Offering Collectior$ 10,059.20
Christmas Offering $11,540.00

Sunday, Jan-18:30am Arthur Green

-11:15am For Parishioners If you wish to offer your Sunday Offering

using Direct Deposit, please contact the
parish office for information. Thank you
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Monday, January 2 NO MASS

Tuesday, Jan-32:15pm [NO MASS
SCRIPTURE READINGS

Wednesday, Janc® am  |NO MASS For Next Week: Epiphany of The Lord

1st Reading: Isaiah 6061

Thursday, Jang® am NO MASS Rs Psalm: Ps 72217-8, 16011, 1213

2nd Reading: Ephesians 3&, 56
Gospel: Mathew 212

Friday, Jan®69 am NO MASS



mailto:officeinfo@ns.aliantzinc.ca

NEW YEAR MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR

My Dear Friends in Christ,

May | use this opportunity to wish you and your families a Happy New Year! We received so many blessi
in our parish in 2016 individually and collectively. | pray and hope that the year 2017 will bring abundant
blessings for all of us and our loved ones. Amen!

Since | came to this parish, | have experienced great love and support from everyone. | thank God for ea|

one of you, and for the many blessings we have enjoyed individually and as a parish community this year.
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| see a lot of positive signs of community spirit, love, peace, unity, dedication and joyful service from so many

parishioners.| appreciate all your prayers, financial contributions and donations without which it will be
difficult to sustain our parish. My appreciation also goes out to all those who voluntarily contribute their tir
and talents in serving God and our parish community in different pastoral ministries and groups.

| am especially indebted to the members of the Staff, our Parish Pastoral Council, Finance Committee,
Counters, Pastoral Planning Team, the CWL, Knights of Columbus, St. Vincent de Paul Society, the
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist, Lectors, Liturgy Committee, the Choir, Catechists, our Children/
youth and their parents, the Building/Maintenance Committee, Altar Servers, Funeral Ministry, Hospitality
Ministry and so many others who work tirelessly behind the scene to make sure that our parish communi
well cared for and that our properties are maintainedls we begin the new year, | hope that we will continue
to serve God and our parish community with our whole heart and love.

| thank those who have given me positive feedback, constructive criticisms and suggestions on how to m
our parish a more dynamic, loving and lifgiving community of faith. | look forward to working with you alll
in building the kingdom of God here among us in 2017. | pray for all our parishioners who are deceased {
God may grant them eternal rest and to their families or friends who are still grieving, may God grant con
lation, peace and strengthl pray for healing for all who are sick or experiencing any kind of pain in body,
mind or spirit. May they know the healing love and mercy of Jesus.
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| will be away for one month but you will all be in my heart and prayers. Pray for me too and for my peoplg in

Nigeria and all over the world where people are suffering.

May God bless you with His peace and love.

| love you all!

Yours in the Hearts of Jesus and Mary, 2 0 1 7
Fr.Toochukwu Okafor HAPPY NEW YEAR
(Pastor)

Inspirational Quote:

"He by whom all things were made was made one of all things. The Son of God by the Father withot
mother became son of man by a mother without a father. The word who is God before all time became
the appointed time."

-St. Augustine
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-STM NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS -

Welcome new Parishioners 2017 Sunday Offering Envelopes

Welcome to our parish. We hope you find a place hereFor those of you who have not yet picked up your 2017

where Godobés | ove, peace anvabpep,thyy aie availabtedoe pick g matthe schoaln «

shared. Kindly complete registration form which is entrance.

available in the church foyer or on the website. They have been arranged in alphabetical order according

Please return the form to the office administrator or drdp LAST NAME. For those parishioners who are

it in the collection basket. Thank you! contributing via PAR (direct deposit), there are small col-
ored boxes of envelopes for special donations egs. Christ

Vacation mas, Easter, etc.

Fr. Toochukwu will be away on vacation from If your box of envelope is missing, please contact the

December 26 to January 31. During his absence, thergarish office Anyone who wishes to receive Sunday Of-
will be no weekday Masses. The weekend Masses willfering Envelopes, please write your name and tel # on
be celebrated by Fr. Livio at the regular schedule. the form available at the school entrance or call the parist
Weekday Masses will resume on February 1, 2017  office. Thanks for supporting your parish.

May God bless you and your family
We are on TWITTER!
St. Thomas More Parish has a new twitter accouaoty  Religious Education News: Primand Grade 6
on to twitter and sear ch Raigious AntielenSidp Sunda missdscandaycutno r e -
We will be posting pictures and announcements for thenissals are still available.

many events happening here at the Parish. Children's Liturgy during the 8:30 Mass will resume on
January8 2017
Thursday Adoration at St. Thomas More Faith Formation SessionWill start again in January

We will be having Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament2017

while Fr. Toochukwu is awayAdoration will be from  Religious Ed Class:Resumes on January 8, 2017

10 am until 5 pm. Everyone is invited to come and Chalice: Thanks to the children and parishioners for their
spend time with Jesus. continued support of our sponsored children.

The St. Vincent de Paul Society (SDVP)
The SDVP at St. Thomas More parish would like to exte
sincere thanks to the volunteers, members of the St. Vi
de Paul Society and the students in our Junior High
Religious Ed program for their assistance in packing an
delivering the Christmas Food Hampers to the needy
families in our community. Full meals were provided to ¢
families. We thank the parishioners for their wonderful
response to the Giving Tree. We thank you for supporti
us throughout the year. May God Bless you all.
Happy New Year !

....

Thank You!
On behalf of the entire parish, a word of thanks to al|
who worked so hard to make our Christmas Liturgief Sc
beautiful; the Choirs, Ministers of the Word, Ministers
of Holy Communion, Mass Coordinators, Altar Servers,
Hospitality Ministers, and in particular the dedicated
team of volunteers who cleaned and decorated the
church in preparation for Christmas.

Once again, thanks for your dedication and commitmen
and for sharing your time and talents with the parish|




Reflection Corner

ABut Mary kept all these words, pondering them ifn
Have you ever watched a mother when the baby co8tesfinally gets to hold the baby that she has been carryjng
for the last nine monthsThe scene is one of joy, anticipation, and pedts.as if the new mom has kept all those
words and is pondering them in her heafhe nativity scene also is one of peace and joy as Mary is holding her ne
born son. What were Mary and Joseph thinking as the shepherds came to glorify ey7must have been excitgd
and expectant of the days to conTdey must have also been in awe of the great responsibility that was given fo tl
to bring into the world, and care for the Savior that was so long awaited.

Most of all | believe there was peace as God had promised to be with Mary and
Joseph all through their journey, despite the hardships and challenges they would
face. With the new calendar year, there is always an excitement at what the new year

will bring. The best part is that like Mary and Joseph knew God would be with th BLESSI“GS
we too can be rest assured that God is with us in the new year and through the Mely—

Spirit will journey with us through all our livedVe are so blessed to have Mary anflm them
Joseph as our example of faith and perseverance. PEPPIIPEIPIIID
| hope everyone has a Blessed New Year. BY OHE € «‘&E

God bless you all!
Deacon Dan MacDonald
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The staff at St. Thomas More wish yoL
Happy, Holy, and Healthy New Year. We Ic

you in 2017. God Bless You and you
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HALIFAX 6 YARMOUTH ARCHDIOCESION & COMMUNITY NEWS

Archdiocesan Office Christmas Closure New Employment Opportunities Posted

The archdiocesan office at the Catholic Pastoral A new job posting for a Parish Secretary has been posted
Centre, 1531 Grafton St., will be closed from Friday, on our employment listing. Check it out!

December 23, 2016 at noon for the Christmas seasoEmployment opportunities in the Archdiocese of Hakfax
The office will reopen regular hours on Tuesday, Yarmouth are listed on the Human Resources page of the

January 3, 2017. archdiocesan website. Clitkuman Resourceshich can
be found under the Archdiocesan Office tab. Job postings
Support for Bill C -277: Developing a Palliative are updated on a regular basis.

Care Framework in Canada

Veritas Book Store goes OfLine Shopping

The Catholic O ization for Lif d Famil . . :
(chFG)l hgslcwrit[?:r? |tf)aa||c|> ré e?wraté)reszm d rr? énr%)t;ers of See the easiest way to shop ever at Veritas Catholic Bool

the House of Commons to communicate its support f& d gifts in time for Christmas gift giving. Visit their-on

private member's Bill €77, anAct providing for the Ine store aWwv_v.verita_st_)ooks.ca Th_ey rec_ently added
development of a framewo,rk on palliative care in the most beautiful Nativity Sets available in Eastern

Canada Canada undeBeasonal GiftsThey are adding new Books
& Bibles, new DVDs & CDs, devotional items, rosaries,

In its letter, COLF states "that Canadians approachingons, Baptismal Gifts and more every week. They offer

the end of life will be assured of receiving the kind ofree pickup with no linaups at our two locations of 1546

life-affirming care and the respect they deserve onlgarrington St. near Saint

through the establishment of a national palliative calMary's Cathedral Basilica in

strategy.” In mieNovember 2016, Bishop Douglas Halifax and also in Enfield

Croshby, O.M.l., President of the Canadian Conferencgcross from St. Bernard's

of Catholic Bishops (CCCB), was among the signatochurch. They also ship

ries of a joint ecumenical and interfaith letter also supmanywhere in Canada for one

porting the Bill. low price

PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR

O Heavenly Father, hear oprayerson behalf of
our holy Father the Pope, our Bishops, our Clergy
and for all who are in authority over us. Bless, we

beseech Thee, during 2017, the
wholeCatholicChurch; convertereticsand

unbelievers; soften the hearts of sinners so that thg
may return to Thy friendship; give prosperity to ouf
country and peace among the nations of the world;
pour down Thy blessings upon our friends, relative
and acquaintances, and upon our enemies, if we
have any; assist the poor and the sick; have pity on
the souls of those whom this year has taken from Us;
and do Thou be merciful to those who during the
coming yeawill be summoned before Thy judgmen
seat. May all our actions be preceded by Thy insp
rations and carried on by Thy assistance, so that |l
our prayersand works, having been begun in you,
may likewise be ended through Thee. We ask this|in
your most Holy name,
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Amen.



http://halifaxyarmouth.us4.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=7d9066aaf32e23ef981683522&id=38a3dd0917&e=ccb1988193
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