
MASS INTENTION SCHEDULE FINANCIAL NEWS: Sept 24-25  
 

 Sunday Offering Collection  $ 5290.83 
 
 

If you wish to offer your Sunday Offering  
using Direct Deposit, please contact the  
parish Office for information. Thank you. 

 

Sunday, Oct 2- 8.30 am 
                           11:15 am 

Monday, October 3 

Tuesday,  October 4  

Wednesday, October 5 

Thursday, October 6 

Friday,  October 7 

Murray Cottel 

Celeste MacDougall  

For Parishioners  

NO MASS 

NO MASS 

NO MASS 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
For Next Week:  

28th  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

1st  Reading:  2 Kings 5. 14-17 
Rs Psalm:  Ps 98.1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 
2nd Reading:  2 Timothy 2.8-13 

Gospel:  Luke 17. 11-19 NO MASS 

Parish Priest: Father Toochukwu Okafor                      toochukwuokafor@yahoo.com 
Deacon:  Danny MacDonald              dannymacdonald@chalice.ca 
Deacon: James McLevey                                                           mclevey@ns.sympatico.ca  
Catechist, Primary-6: Shereen Daniels                                   sdreligioused267@gmail.com  
Catechist, Jr. High:  Diane Gibbons                                 diane.juniorhigh@gmail.com              
Office Administrator:  Catherine Gonsalves                      officeinfo@ns.aliantzinc.ca 
Music Director: Kim Sampson, 865-8543                                kimplusmusic@gmail.com 
Pastoral Council Chair—Cyril Muise                                        cyril.muise@bellaliant.net 
Responsible Ministry & CWL -RoseAnn Hetherington         ra.hetherington@ns. sympatico.ca  
Finance Chair: Ralph Beal                         casuralu@ns.sympatico.ca 
Knights of Columbus—Gary Moore              gmooresr@mooreandcormier.com 
St. Vincent de Paul—Martin Delaney    delaney1@ns.sympatico.ca 
Property & Mass Coordinator-Wayne O’Leary                      linway@bellaliant.net 
Liturgy- David Chiddenton                                                         david.chiddenton@gmail.com 

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
October 2, 2016 

PARISH STAFF & MINISTRY CONTACTS  

 
EVENTS AND MEETING 

Tuesday, Oct 4ðCWL General Meetingð7pmðSHR 

Tuesday, Oc 4ðPOMBA Meetð9:30 amð11:30 amðHall 

Tuesday, Oct 4ðOur Lady of Grace Prayer Groupð7 pmðChurch 

Wednesday, Oct 5ðSenior Socialð1:30 pmðSHR 

Thursday, Oct 6ðAdoration after Mass until  7.00 pm- Church 

Thursday, Oct 6ðSDVP General Meetingð7pmðMajella Room 

Friday, Oct 7ðYouth Groupð7pmðHall 

Saturday, Oct 8ðKOC Organizational Meetingð10am-1pmðSHR 
 

Saturday, October 1 

ADORATION & ROSARY 

mailto:officeinfo@ns.aliantzinc.ca


 

Pilgrimage: Fr. Toochukwu will be going for pilgrim-

age to Fatima, Lourdes and Medjugorje starting Octo-

ber 3 and from there, he will also attend a meeting in 

Ontario. He will be back here on  October 20th. Please 

pray for the success of their trip and if you have any 

special intention, write it and bring to Father before 

Monday. In his absence, Fr. Livio, Fr. Rob Arsenault 

and Fr. Francesco will be celebrating the weekend 

Masses. There WILL NOT be any weekday Mass until 

Fr. Toochukwu returns. However, there will be adora-

tion of the Blessed Sacrament on Thursdays. We en-

courage all those who can attend to come. 

 

The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul Annual  

Fundraising Appeal is on Sunday, Oct. 2, 2016.   

Donation envelopes are available in your Sunday  

Offering Package or at the back of the Church.  

Please help SSVDP of St. Thomas More Parish with 

this important outreach ministry to the poor in our 

community.  Your financial and food contributions are 

used to provide food and other support for needy  

families in our community. Since there will be no 

Thanksgiving Mass on Monday, October 10, we 

would appreciate your donation of non-perishable 

food items on the weekend of October 8-9 so that we 

can continue to provide for the needy. Your kindness 

and generosity towards the marginalized is much  

appreciated.  May God bless you and your family. 

 

Music Ministry : We would like to enhance the music 

ministry by inviting other musicians to come and join 

the choirs - not only singers , but instrumentalists as 

well . This would include drummers , bass guitarist 

and rhythm guitarists . If you are interested, and have 

at least 3 years playing experience, please contact me. 

You must be available for rehearsals.  In order to give 

everyone ample time to learn the new Mass Setting , " 

Mass for Renewal " , composed by Curtis Stephan. we 

will postpone incorporating it until January. Please 

take some time to listen to this music on You Tube . It 

is very important to the liturgy that you praise God by 

singing as much as you are able. Please don't be a  

spectator ! Thanks!! Kim Sampson ( Music Director ) 

 

 

 

-STM NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS - 

33 Days of Merciful Love: Based on Fr. Michael Gaitleyôs 

bestselling book 33 Days to Merciful Love, this small group 

retreat offers workbooks, talks on DVD, and more. The per-

fect way to end the Year of Mercy! Beginning on October 

11, we will meet for 6 weeks on Tuesday evenings at 7pm to 

watch Fr. Michael Gaitley and to discuss the readings for the 

week. (This will take the place of the prayer group meeting 

for the six weeks).  Participants will need 

the book 33 Days to Merciful Love, avail-

able at Veritas Book Store. A participantôs 

kit is also available which includes a 

workbook, 33 Days book, and other mate-

rials, but must be  ordered from the 

Marian Fathers. If you are interested in 

participating in this retreat, or would like 

more information, please contact Nora 

Muise, 902-462-2368.  Because materials must be ordered 

as soon as possible, please contact Nora by  September 25.  

 

Looking for Counters to count the Sunday  

Collection If you have the time to volunteer and share your 

talents with the parish, please call the parish office.  

 Requirementï need some accounting background. Thanks! 

Mass in Spanish will be celebrated at St Thomas 

More Parish in Dartmouth on Sunday, October 30 at 

4 pm. It will be concelebrated by Fr. Jim Richards 

and Fr. Toochukwu Okafor. Reception to follow in 

the hall  

Finance Committee:  Ralph Beal, the Chairperson for the  

Team has stepped down after many years of faithful service. 

Maggie Pereira, has assumed the chair position.  We thank 

Ralph for his service and dedication and may God bless him. 

We welcome Maggie and wish her all the very best. We are 

looking for two more members to volunteer on this team.  

Please call the office if you are interested.  Thanks! 

 

October Devotion: 

The month of October is traditionally devoted to honouring 

our Blessed Mother - The Virgin Mary. There are two spe-

cial feasts that are celebrated in her honour this month, 

namely: 

1) The feast of Our Lady of the Rosary - Oct. 7th 

2) The feast of Our Lady of Fatima - Oct. 13th  

As part of our October devotion, we encourage individuals 

and families to pray the Holy Rosary at their homes. We will 

also be praying the Rosary in the church every day, 30  

minutes before the weekend Masses. Please come on time to 

join us in honouring our Blessed Mother. In one of her  

apparitions in Fatima, she encouraged all Christians to pray 

Rosary daily for the conversion of sinners and for peace in 

the world. She said, "Dear Children, I call you to open your-

selves to prayer. May prayer become joy for you. Renew 

prayer in your families and form prayer groups. In this way, 

you will experience joy in prayer and togetherness... I am 

with you, I carry all of you in my heart and I bless you with 

my motherly blessing.ò  



SAINT OF THE WEEK ï St. Francis of Assisi ïFeast day, Oct 4 

             In 1182, Pietro Bernardone returned from a trip to France to find out his wife had given birth to a son. Far 

from being excited or apologetic because he'd been gone, Pietro was furious because she'd had his new son baptized 

Giovanni after John the Baptist. The last thing Pietro wanted in his son was a man of God -- he wanted a man of 

business, a cloth merchant like he was, and he especially wanted a son who would reflect his infatuation with 

France. So he renamed his son Francesco -- which is the equivalent of calling him Frenchman. Francis enjoyed a 

very rich easy life growing up because of his father's wealth and the permissiveness of the times. From the begin-

ning everyone -- and I mean everyone -- loved Francis. He was constantly happy, charming, and a born leader. If he 

was picky, people excused him. If he was ill, people took care of him. If he was so much of a dreamer he did poorly 

in school, no one minded. In many ways he was too easy to like for his own good. No one tried to control him or 

teach him. As he grew up, Francis became the leader of a crowd of young people who spent their nights in wild par-

ties. Thomas of Celano, his biographer who knew him well, said, "In other respects an exquisite youth, he attracted 

to himself a whole retinue of young people addicted to evil and accustomed to vice." Francis himself said, "I lived in 

sin" during that time.  

           Years of poverty and wandering had made Francis ill. When he began to go blind, the pope ordered that his 

eyes be operated on. This meant cauterizing his face with a hot iron. Francis spoke to "Brother Fire": "Brother Fire, 

the Most High has made you strong and beautiful and useful. Be courteous to me now in this hour, for I have always 

loved you, and temper your heat so that I can endure it." And Francis reported that Brother Fire had been so kind 

that he felt nothing at all. How did Francis respond to blindness and suffering? That was when he wrote his beauti-

ful Canticle of the Sun that expresses his brotherhood with creation in praising God. Francis never recovered from 

this illness. He died on October 4, 1226 at the age of 45. Francis is considered the founder of all Franciscan orders 

and the patron saint of ecologists and merchants. 

Childrenôs Corner: PrimaryðGrade 6 
 

Thanks to all the parents of the First Holy  

Communion class who attended our first meeting. 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please 

call me or Fr. Toochukwu. 

 

Offertory Gifts   will be taken up at the 8:30 am 

Mass by our First Reconciliation student Deborah 

Beach and her family. 

 

October 2: Rite of presentation for First Recon-

ciliation and First Holy Communion will take place 

during the 8:30 Mass. This is for the students start-

ing the First Reconciliation Program this year. 

 

October 2: Our First Faith Formation session 

("Why Catholic") for parents will be at 9:50 am and 

will take place in the Sacred Heart Room. 

 

October 9: No Catechism classes will be held as 

we celebrate Thanksgiving weekend! 

 

Chalice Can: Thanks to the children and parishion-

ers for your continued support of our sponsored 

children, Cristobal, Maksym, Sofia & Priscilla. 

Last week's total: $68.15 

Junior High News 
 

Our leadership team was Commissioned and Blessed dur-

ing the 11:15 Mass last Sunday. Please keep Rosanna, 

Danny, Maria, Alex, Niko and Gael in your prayers as 

they work with our youth to build the Kingdom of God. I 

would also like to thank Olivia for her many years of help 

and we will continue to pray for her as she goes about her 

university studies. 

 

Our Friday Youth Group were able to get one last dragon-

boat paddle in and a dozen teens enjoyed the sun and fresh 

air as we made our way around the lake and exploring 

Bull Rock Island along with the eagles and osprey. Last 

week we enjoyed the Skate Board Park and Basket Ball 

Court across the street from our church. We welcome all 

youth on Friday night from 7-9 pm. in the hall and each 

week is something new and fun. 

 

Sunday night classes are underway for Grades 7,8 &9. We 

meet in the hall 6:30- 8:00 pm. It is not too late to register. 

This week, we discussed the many faces of service and the 

youth came up with some very good ideas about how we 

can make a difference in our community. So keep an eye 

out for upcoming service projects hosted by our young 

people. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM NEWS  

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4817
http://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=50
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7463
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7463
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7101
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4469
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9553
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2503
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3475


 Reflection Corner 
 

Our First Reading from the Old Testament Book of Habbakuk is once 

again from someone we consider to be a minor prophet. However, Hab-

bakuk, like other divinely-inspired writers of the Bible, captures the es-

sence of messages and prophecies that have universal applicability not 

only in his time, but to us today. 

 

Habbakuk was writing more than 600 years before the birth of Christ 

that is more than 2,600 years before now. Yet he addresses a steward-

ship approach to life in ways that are significant to us today. Scholars 

generally agree that the overall theme of Habbakuk is trying to grow from a faith that might be termed perplexing 

and sometimes doubtful to a point where we place absolute trust in God. 

 

In todayôs reading, Habbakuk deals with the situation of when someone believes in God, but when they look at the 

world around them, it does not seem to match what God wants. Isnôt that true of todayôs world as we are inundated 

with tragic and horrible news almost on a daily basis? 

 

Trust in God is the key for us to be good stewards, and it is at the crux of the power of faith. In his Memoirs Pope 

Benedict XVI said, ñThe more I reflect on it, the more I understand that the nature of human life is that it is ever 

Holy Saturday, not Easter Sunday. We are still awaiting Easter; we are not standing in full light, but walking toward 

it full of trust.ò That trust is the secret! 

 
PRAYER OF FAITH 

 
Lord, I believe: 

I wish to believe in Thee. 

Lord, let my faith be full and unreserved, 

and let it penetrate my thought, 

my way of judging Divine things and human 

things 

. 

Lord, let my faith be joyful 

and give peace and gladness to my spirit, 

and dispose it for prayer with God 

and conversation with men, 

so that the inner bliss of its fortunate possession 

may shine forth in sacred and secular conversa-

tion. 

 

Lord, let my faith be humble and not presume 

to be based on the experience of my thought  

and of my feeling; 

but let it surrender to the testimony of the Holy 

Spirit, 

and not have any better guarantee  

than in docility to Tradition 

and to the authority of the magisterium of the 

Holy Church. 

 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4554
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4554
http://www.catholic.org/prayers
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4554


ARCHDIOCESE OF HALIFAX -YARMOUTH 

Founders' Dinner - CCO's Annual  

Fundraiser 
McInnes Room, Dalhousie Student Union 

6136 University Ave, Halifax 

Tuesday, November 1, 2016 at 6 pm 

Guest Speaker: Angèle Regnier, Foundress of CCO 

Note: this event is free to attend, but there will be an 

 invitation to financially support our work at the dinner 

Send email to  eric.myatt@cco.ca   to register 

 

Jewellery & Autumn Bake Sale -  (also purses, 

scarves and personal items) -  St. Paul's Church, 197 

Windmill Road, Dartmouth. Saturday, Oct.  15 - 9:00 

am to 11:00 am.   

COMMUNITY NEWS  

 

 

 

The  

Archdiocese of 

Halifax-

Yarmouth will 

be holding its 4th 

Annual 

Archbishopôs 

Dinner and  

Silent Auction 

fundraising event on October 5, 2016 at the Cunard Centre in Halifax. The guest speaker for the evening will 

be Cardinal LaCroix, Archbishop of Quebec and Primate of Canada. Cardinal LaCroix will be addressing the end 

of life issues that are affecting Catholics today . The Reception and silent auction will be at 6 pm and dinner will 

be at 7 pm.  Cost of ticket is $125.00 person.  Tax receipt will be issued. For tickets, please call Lydia Hood at the 

Archdioceseð902 4299800-lhood@halifaxyarmouth.org 

 

Ordination of Br Peter Hanna, FoH 
On Saturday, October 8, Archbishop Mancini will ordain Brother Peter Hanna of the Fran-

ciscans of Halifax to the transitional diaconate. Brother Peter is a native of Lower Sackville, 

and has been a member of the Franciscans since the beginning of the community in 2005. He 

has been studying at the Antonianum University in Rome for the past several years.  

The ordination will take place during a celebration of the Eucharist at Saint Catherine of Siena Parish at 10:30am 

on Saturday morning. All are welcome to attend.  

 
 

 

 

Quote of the week 
 

ñTo one who has faith, no explanation is  

necessary. To one without faith,  

no explanation is possible.ò  

 

-St Thomas Aquinas 

Potluck meal on Tuesday, September 27, was enjoyed 

by all who attend.  We celebrated Nora Muiseôs birth-

day. May God bless her and keep her well and healthy. 

If you are celebrating  a birthday in October, please 

come and join us on the last Tuesday in October. 

It is better to celebrate with someone when they are 

alive than dead. 

MORE STM NEWS 

The Senior Social sponsored by the CWL will be held 

on Wednesday, October 5 at 1:30 p.m. This is an oppor-

tunity for seniors from the parish and community to 

gather and socialize. All seniors are invited to attend. If 

you wish to help with this event, please call the parish 

office. 

 

Religious Article Shop: Religious Christmas cards 

have been ordered and will be arriving soon.  Will 

keep you updated ! 

mailto:eric.myatt@cco.ca?subject=CCO%20Halifax%20Dinner

