SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

May 6, 2018

PARISH STAFF & MINISTRY CONTACTS
Parish Priest: Father Toochukwu Okafor toochukwuokafor@yahoo.com
Deacon: Danny MacDonald macd1950@hotmail.com
Deacon: James MclLevey mclevey@ns.sympatico.ca
Catechist, Primary-6: Shereen Daniels sdreligioused267 @gmail.com
Catechist, Jr. High: Diane Gibbons diane.juniorhigh@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Catherine Gonsalves officeinfo@ns.aliantzinc.ca
Junior Choir Director: Debbie Hartlen, 830-6970 rbh@bellaliant.net
Pastoral Council Chair: Brian Maclintyre macintbj@eastlink.ca
[ L §K2f A0 2 2 WSrgl&ite Foligré I dzS Yhfougere@ns.sympatico.ca
Responsible Ministry: RoseAnn Hetherington ra.hetherington@ns. sympatico.ca
Knights of Columbus: Mike Curry gk13987nskofc@gmail.com
St. Vincent de Paul: Martin Delaney delaneyl@ns.sympatico.ca
Property & Mass Coordinator: Wayne O’Leary linway@bellaliant.net
Liturgy: David Chiddenton david.chiddenton@gmail.com

EVENTS

Tuesday, May83 Chi | dr en &6 s 0 6G:B@mdrHalpb r a
Tuesday, May 8, Prayer Meeting-7:00 pmd SHR
Wednesday, May 98 Choir practiced 7:00 pmd Hall
Wednesday, May 9-Multicultural event meetingd 7pm 1 Hall
Thurs, May 108 Townhall Meetingd 6:30 pmd Hall
Thurs. May 100 Executive Meeting, K of Cd 1:30pmd SHR
Thurs, May 108 Mass and Adoration from 9 am until 5 pm
Fri, May 118 Youth Groupd 7:00pmd Hall
Fri. May 11-K of C Cribbaged 7:00pmd Hall.
Saturday, May 121 Choir Practice 6 after 4:00 pm Mass

MASS INTENTION SCHEDULE

FINANCIAL NEWS

Sat., May .5 —4:00 pm Eleanor Dysart April 29, 2018:
Sunday Offering $ 5344.42

Building: $862.00
Sunday, May.6 8:30a.m. | Robert Emmet Ryan Thanks to the parishioners who have opted for
11:15 a.m.| For Parishioners direct deposit this year. If you wish to offer

your Sunday Offering using Direct Deposit,

Monday, May 7 NO MASS please contact the parish office for information.

Thank you.

Tuesday. May.8 - 12:15 pm | Betty & Jack Sakalauskas

SCRIPTURE READINGS

For this weekend

Wednesday, May 9 —9 am | Sandra MacKenzie-Macdonald

1st Reading: Acts 10.25-26
Thursday, May 10—9 am Don & Fran MacDonald Rs. Psalm: Ps..98.1,2-3ab

2nd Reading: 1 John 4.7-10

Gospel: John 15.9-17

Friday, May 11— 9 am Gary Campbell



mailto:officeinfo@ns.aliantzinc.ca

STM NEWS

Townhall Meetingd Thursday, May 10

A town hall meeting will be held on Thursday, May
10th at 6.30pm to give an update on the parish
restructuring process and some of the changes that will
be made at STM soon i (eg. changing the Mass tine
We would like parishioners to be involved in this
decision making. Please send in any comments,
suggestions or questions before hand to the office email
or bring them along when attending the meeting or future
information sessions. Let us pray for our parish and the
archdiocese as we journey through this discernment
process together.

Mark your Calendar! Multicultural Event

St. Thomas More, is again hosting a multicultural
celebration at our parish on June 10 at 5 pm. This will be
a celebration of our ethnic diversity with wonderful heri-
tage food and entertainment. Tickets are now on sale at
the office and also after the weekend Masses. Cost is $15
for adults and $5 for children. Next meeting is May 9 at
7 pm. All are invited to attend

Peggy Ludlow is Chair of this event. If you have any
questions or would like to offer your help, Peggy can be
reached at 902-434-5554 or at ludlowm@hotmail.com.
Please support this event as it was such a wonderful
event the last time it was held

Sale of STM Parish Directory
Extra copies of the parish directory are on sale for $15
each at the parish office and the Religious Article Store.

Thursday Adoration at St. Thomas More
When days are busy and we are overwhelmed, let us make
time to get away and just be with Jesus to receive His rest,
His comfort and His Grace. Visit Him on Thursdays when
we have Adoration at STM to receive His Peace and Bless-
ings! Adoration starts after the 9 am Mass and

continues until 5 pm.

Divine Mercy Pamphlets

We have recently placed Divine Mercy
pamphlets in the foyer of the church to help
to increase devotion to the Divine Mercy.
Please take one and pray the Chaplet
which is a very powerful prayer.

Disciples of the Holy Spirit

The Prayer Group gathers for fellowship every
Tuesday at 7:00pm, with the meeting beginning at
7:30pm. Come and be equipped to go out and
evangelize the world (or at least your part of it.)
B.Y.O.B. (bible

N/

KOCO® Secondary Education Assistance

Award

The St. Thomas More Council of the Knights of
Columbus is seeking applications for our Secondary
Education Assistance Award. The applicants should be
active members of the St. Thomas More faith
community. Candidates should be Grade 12 students
with the intention of graduating in June of 2018. They
must be planning to attend an institution of higher
learning such as a university or college. Applicants will
be invited to provide a copy of their high school
transcripts as well as to provide a letter to the commit-
tee detailing their volunteer activities, community
involvement and participation in the parish.
Applications must be received by May 31.

We at St. Thomas More Parish offer our condolences to
the Kennedy family on the passing of Ellen Kennedy.
The funeral Ellen was held here Tuesday, May 1. Our
condolences also go out to the Pelletier family on the
death of Bernice Clancy Pelletier whose funeral was held
here on Saturday, May 5. May they rest in peace.

Looking for Garden lovers

If you enjoy gardening and have some time to spare or
have moved into an apartment and would like to
garden, please call the parish office and we will put you
in touch with our garden maintenance team. Please
come and make your church property look

beautiful. Thanks!

Mot her 6s Day Tea
There wil/ be a
by the religious education team
(Primaryd Grade 6) on Sunday, May
13 after the 8:30 am Mass in the hall.
All mothers are invited to attend.

Enjey with ug!

e @ bt

Recycling
Thank you for your continued support with the bottle

return. You may drop them off next to the

garage at the back of the church or directly at Bluenose
Recycling on Woodlawn Road. The funds go to the
Steubenville account. Thank you.




| Call You Friends

I n todaydés Gospel text from St. J JESUS
ship between Jesus and thos f ;

servants any |l onger ... but | have OURBEST

say, as Jesus is pushing us from an intellectual understanding of Jesus, to a heart- ,
felt love for him and everyone around us. Fr. Thomas Rosica speaks of friendship ' F F\) | E N D
with Jesus very elogquently when he '
not only grasp intellectually the main tenets of the faith, but also act on them in
daily I ife. The extraordinary sto
ing certainly illustrates this message. It is the longest individual narrative in the
Acts of the Apostles. The theme of this narrative is divine compulsion: Peter is the least prepared to accept
Cornelius into the Christian community, and he e
So what does friendship look like with Jesus in our daily lives? One example may come from our own daily lives.

JOHN 15:9-17

I have a smal|l group of friends that | grew up wi

do. They are a group of people that | know in my heart will be there at the end of my life, and all through my life. No
matter where we may live, or no matter where we might go to live, we still have a bond that will continue. Most of us
met on the crosswalk of Diamond Street School in Trenton, on the first day or grade primary, and we have been friends
ever since. The amazing thing is for me that re
since we have seen each other, our conversation picks up right from where it left off. Also, we can be truly ourselves
with each other, the good and the bad, and not feel judged or belittled. Truly friendships that will last forever, | imag-
ine it is an experience similar to many of you.

l snét this really the kind of friendship that Je
the good and the not so good. Where we can be ourselves and come before him in truth and in love.

Pope Benedict also spoke beautifully about friendship with Jesus, right at the beginning of his pontificate. Three times
during that memorabl e homily, Bendskigbi ori tXVIJ) espcsk e
whole and all her pastors, like Christ, must set out to lead people out of the desert, towards the place of life, toward
friendship with the Son of God, toward the One w
That is what Jesus wants from us, a friendship with us which will lead us to an abundant life.

God bless you all Deacon Dan MacDonald

SAINT OF THE WEEK : MAY 10 & St. John of Avila

The Apostle of Andalusia and the Spiritual Advisor of St. Teresa,
St. Francis Borgia, St. John of the Cross, St. Peter of Alcantara,
and others. He was born on January 6, 1499, at Almodovar del
Campo, Spain.

After studying law at the University of Salamanca, he left the
university to be a hermit. He then went to Alcala, where he was
ordained. John drew great crowds with his fiery denunciations
of evil and his many sermons. A brief imprisonment by

the Inquisition in Seville made him even more popular. His
missionary efforts were centered on Andalusia, and his letters and
other writings have become Spanish classics.

John was canonized in 1970.

m



https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=933
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=729
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=3907
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https://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=50

GRADES PRIMARY TO SIX JUNIOR HIGH NEWS

Offertory Gifts are being taken up by our 1st Holy Last week's class enjoyed a bumper attendance thanks to the
Communion student student Emma Myatt and family many parents who joined our teens. We explored the richness of
during the 8:30 morning Mass our Catholic traditions and talked about the countless reasons to

choose to be a part of it. These are the Top Ten Reasons accord-
ing to Matthew Kelly:

1, The Catholic Church is the original, started by Jesus Christ
and guided by the Holy Spirit.

2, The Catholic Church has relieved more suffering throughout
the world than anyone else.

3, We have History and Mystery. For 1500 years, Catholic was
Our last class is on May 13the students will be pre- | the only Christian denomination and the richness of that history

Thanks to our First Holy Communion candidates and
their parents for the beautiful and decorative Banners
they made last Sunday. These banners will be displayed
in church on their 1st Holy Communion day.

senting skits/songs followed by a Mother's Day Tea speaks volumes. And we have Mystery, we know that it is OK
with the students serving. All are welcome. not to have all the answers,

4, Saints, the great heroes and heroins of Christianity, have lived
First Holy Communion is on May 27 7 children will | in every century, on every continent and are in Heaven cheering
be celebrate this sacrament for the first time during the | US On.
11:15 Holy Mass 5, Power of Prayer. Every moment of every day thousands of

masses are being prayed around the world.

6, Catholics pray for everyone, not just those who are Catholic.
7, The Catholic Church is the Premier defender of human rights
regardless of faith.

Please keep them in your prayers. Our 1st Holy
Communion poster is in the church foyer.

M\ _ 8, We need to be part of something bigger that ourselves. Life is
Last week's donation $59.25 about Loving God and laying down ourselves in service of oth-
Thank you so much to all who so generously give to ers.

this worthy project. You will find an updated photo of | 9, Eucharist. Jesus Christ truly present in the Eucharist is the
Maksym and progress report up in the display cabinet | ultimate Spiritual Food

in the church foyer, please take a moment to read. 10, You don't say NO to GOD when he invites you. The Catho-
lic Church has the most important mission in the world and we

are blessed and privileged to be invited to take part in it.

For more than 2000 years, The Catholic Church has been a
leader in Education, Science, Medicine, Art, Music, Charity,
Language, Architecture and the Law. Equality before the Law,
Trial by Jury and Proof Beyond Reasonable Doubt are all fruits
of Catholic thought.

As Catholics, we are part of a Family of 1.2 Billion members
and that spiritual family misses you when you don't show up to
the family gatherings. Be proud of being Catholic and get
involved in this outstanding mission.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Marian Morning of Reflection

This Mot herb6s Day weekend, c¢come an cPleas pie us tbradariemeMorh- i
ing of Reflection, Saturday, May 12, Saint Andr ew
Passage. Mass begins at 10:00 am with Fr. Gerald David as Celebrant and Homilist,

followed by Eucharistic adoration and the Rosary. Social time will complete the morning.

All are welcome! Pr esent ed by the Atl antic Marian Gatheringd

Magni ficat Womends Prayer Breakfast

It will be held from 9:00amto 12 noon, Saturday, on May 26th, 2018, Msgr. Leo day auditorium at Saint Agnes Church,
Mumford Road, Halifax. Magnificat is a ministry to Catholic women.

Guest speaker is Eileen Moore. For tickets please contact: Krista Garnier 902-461-1349, Krista.garnier@gmail.com,or
your parish representative, Nora Muise 902-462-2368

Tickets are $15 (prepurchased only)




ARCHDIOCESE OF HALIFAX -YARMOUTH NEWS -COMMUNITY NEWS

Pastoral Appointments

After celebrating the ordination of Fr. Peter Hanna, FOH on
Saturday, Archbishop Mancini appointed him as Associate
to Fr. Gerald David at St
At the same time, Fr. Gerald, in addition to his duties of
pastor of St. Clementds,
Andrewds Parish in Easter
are effective immediately.

Job Opportunity at Chalice

Chalice Canada has 2 openings for the position of New
Media AssistantThese will be a full time i 35 hrs, 14 week
term, 1 position is for a co-op student & the other can
qualify as a co-op position (if required). Students will have
daily person-to-person instruction from the Communica-
tions Manager and Communications Specialist.

St.. Anne De Beaupre Mass May 10

We invite you to come and join us for Mass at Saint Vincent
dePaulonMay 10" 6: 30 pm cel ebDapt |
with Father Guy Desrochers from the Shrine of Saint Anne
De Beaupre. There will be a candlelight procession and the
veneration of St Anneds
articles for sale. Light refreshments to follow.

by

Pentecost Vigil of Prayer, May 18, 2018
Archbishop Mancini will be hosting an evening of prayer
and praise on May 18, 2018 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at. St.
Marybds Cathedr al Basilicd.
for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the entire Catholic
Church, particularly seeking the grace of unity for the uni-
versal, national, and local church. All priests, deacons, and
lay faithful are invited to attend. More details will be sent
out in the coming days.

Pentecost Sunday Celebration

We invite you to join us as we celebrate the Church's Birth-
day. Sunday, May 20th, 7:00pm,,St.Vincent dePaul
Church, 320 Flying Cloud Dr. Dartmouth. Join us for
praise and worship ,scripture, and a personal testimony and
teaching by Greg Moulaison. Greg comes from

Yarmouth and is an energetic conference and retreat speaker
in the Catholic Church. Hope to see you there. Reception
to follow. Event sponsored by A.S.T. Halifax-Yarmouth.

"In the twilight of life, God will not

judge us on our earthly possession

and human success, but rather on how
much we have loved."

St. John of the Cross

New Parishes: Stronger Together
As an archbishop, Archbishop Mancini, is the Chief
Shepherd of the faithful in the local Church of Halifax-
. Yar@outh $0 & Wat aPpSopripteatiatiorsGood Shephel@d a r |
Sunday he make a pastoral visit to one of the parish
hcansmuniities entrustedl @ hisecate. AactbisiopMarkihi I a |
NceldBrate?dl Masgvith. the comntusitg of Saipt Phomag t m.
Agquinas Canadian Martyrs in downtown Halifax. Fol-
lowing the Mass he enjoyed some time of fellowship
with parishioners in the parish hall.
During the Homily he shared: "On this Good Shepherd
Sunday, let us pray for whatever is needed to ensure that
good shepherding is accomplished in our Church.” In
this phrase Archbishop Mancini expresses his desire, as
well as the necessity, to have co-labourers in our arch-
diocese to bring about vibrant, healthy, communities of
missionary disciples of Christ. Our diocesan pastoral
plan, Equip the Saints, calls for forming clergy and laity
leaders With the skiIIs and training to make and lead
F]aogu ciples in the
Id aced Wlth thls reallty, Archbishop in his homily
invited all to do and be Church in a different way; to
creqte#\lew PqnWeg rStéong d‘g §eth Thés {)eqU|l5e§a .
identifying and supporting leadersh th clergy an
laity, throughout our diocese. As Archbishop Mancini
continues to visit parishes over the next few months he
hopes to encourage many of the faithful to discern the
role they can have in creating new parishes that are
stro ger together.
nﬂ’or%atlo\ﬁ bn%dr tlhree &/egr pa&o[?afapféd fical
nEqU| p the Saintsodo and th
creating New Parishes: Stronger Together can be found
on our website at: www.halifaxyarmouth.org/plan.

Lobster Dinner at St. Rose of Lima

Lobster Dinner. St. Rose of Lima will be hosting a
Lobster dinner on Mot her 0
p.m. at the Waverley Legion, 2234 Rocky Lake Drive,
Waverley. We will be offering an alternate meal option,

as well as a kids meal. Tickets are now available for
purchase Monday to Friday 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in the
church office or by calling 902-860-0475 during these

hours.

Mot her 6s Datyaul'8Chuhne h
Windmill Rd. Dartmouth. Sunday, May 13 at 11:30.
Price $12.00. Contact Bill - 464-0334 to order tickets.
Deadline to reserve tickets - May 9th .

All proceeds go to Birthright.
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